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(Note:  This is a spe-
cial “Council Com-
ments” edition that is 
being presented during 
a period of transition of 
newsletter editors.  It 
should also be noted 
that due to the lateness 
in creating/sending the 
issue, information 
regarding the deadlines 
for the 2nd Quarterly 
meeting - hotel and 
dinner reservations - 
have already expired.) 

From The President 
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt 

USN (Ret.) 

Greetings: 
 
 As my first opportunity to share infor-
mation with the North Carolina Council of 
Chapter’s Board and Presidents, I will start 
by saying that I’m honored to embark on 
this new role with both eagerness and some 
hesitation.  Since I’m having to follow in 
the VERY LARGE footprint that COL Jeri 
Graham left following her two years at the 
helm, I know that I have a full time job 
ahead of me to ensure that the Council 
continues to move out smartly in support 
for our veterans, their spouses, auxiliary 
members and all of North Carolina’s 
Guard and Reserve members and share the 
good work of the Military Officers Associ-
ation of America. 
  
 That being said, I must also take the 
lead, at least temporarily, in crafting this 
issue of “Council Comments.”  Since the 
last edition was printed in December 2015, 
long time editor and Coastal Carolina 
Chapter member MAJ Bill Culler has been 
battling with health concerns and finds it 
necessary to step aside, along with his 
spouse and co-editor Dee, in preparing and 
distributing this award winning publica-
tion. 
  
 It is not my intent that I will take on the 
role; rather, I want to get an edition out to 

our readership and keep everyone in the 
loop regarding the status of “Council Com-
ments.”  It may, therefore, be a somewhat 
abbreviated newsletter, but I will be look-
ing to some of the chapters to help me 
identify a willing volunteer who might like 
to test their own editorial prowess in the 
future. 
 
 I have been a bit distracted from hitting 
the ground running in tackling MOAA 
business, not only for my New River 
Chapter, the North Carolina Council and 
national MOAA, as Cathy and I left short-
ly after the 1st Quarterly meeting in Char-
lotte for a vacation to the Galapagos Is-
lands and the ancient city of Macchu Pichu 
in Peru.  Suffice it to say, the trip was very 
enjoyable and one I’d encourage anyone to 
add to their own bucket list.  Shortly there-
after, I also joined my son and his sailing 
buddies from Annapolis to participate in 
the 36th Heineken Regatta held in St. 
Maarten...as in my participation in two 
prior regattas, my 6 days on the water were 
2 more than I had during a 30 year Navy 
career!  One difference that can certainly 
be made in comparing the two is that in the 
latter, supporting the race sponsor - Hei-
neken  - was never an option on my 4 days 
of liberty at sea  in the Navy! 
 
All kdding aside...I know that my vacation 
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The President’s Message 
(continued from page 1) 

time is over and I need to hunker down and go to work 
for our North Carolina Council.  Prior to my having left 
on vacation, I had a very productive teleconference with 
the Council’s outstanding leadership team - vice presi-
dents, secretary and treasurer - to lay the foundation of 
how to proceed in 2016.  If you are not already familiar 
with these leaders, you can visit our Council website at 
www.moaa-nc.org, link to “Council Officers” to be-
come acquainted.  While I’m on the topic, I hope that 
you have the Council website bookmarked on your 
computer and that you visit it frequently to keep up with 
all of our news and events. 
 
 In closing, I’d just like to encourage everyone in the 

North Carolina Council to explore ways to help us 
GROW in the coming year...I know that members in 
every chapter in our NC council knows of at least ONE 
person who could – and should - be in the field of mem-
bership...and the best way to get them to join?  ASK 
THEM!  Invite them to a Chapter event where they can 
learn about all the good things that we are doing in 
North Carolina to support MOAA - but not just us retir-
ees, but ALL military personnel, active and retired. 
 
 In just a short while, I’ll be participating in MOAA’s 
annual “Storming the Hill” in Washington, DC on 
April 13th, so I hope to have a lot to share the next time 
this newsletter is posted.   

North Carolina Council of Chapters 
1st Quarterly Meeting, 2016 

Charlotte, NC 

The January 7th dinner social was held at 
the Regal Cinema complex...our MOAA 
guest of honor who helped with the instal-
lation of new Council officers was Col Bri-
an Anderson, USAF, Ret., Deputy Director 
of Council and Chapter Affairs, shown here 
with COL Jeri Graham, USA, Ret. 

One of Col Brian Anderson’s first duties 
of the evening was to share in the 
“official” presentation of the Council’s 5 
Star Banner from the 2015 Levels of Ex-
cellence competition.  Brian and Jeri 
were joined by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt, 
USN, Ret. 
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More 1st Quarterly Meeting Pictures 

COL Graham used the meeting to recognize and thank a 
number of people for their service during her tenure…Here, 
Jeri is presenting a lucite desk paper weight to MAJ Bill Cull-
er, USA, Ret. for his many years of support to the Council as 
Co-Editor (along with his wife Dee) of the “Council Com-
ments” newsletter.  
 
Jeri also gave awards to other Board members including the 
Vice Presidents, Council Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
To see more of the presentations, visit www.moaa-nc.org/
_gallery.php for pictures of some of the other recipients. 
 

As with other quarterly meetings, 
the 50th Anniversary Vietnam 
War Commemorative Display was 
on hand and all veteran attendees 
were invited to sign up...following 
the meal, lapel pins were handed 
out to each of the Vietnam veter-
ans in attendance.  The ceremony 
always evokes a lot of emotion 
from the awardees. 

CDR Jack Overman was presented the 
“Heavy Lifter Award” for his many 
years of support to the NCCOC 

CAPT Doug Ehrhardt is administered the Oath 
of Office as President of the NCCOC for 2016
-2017 by Col Anderson. 
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Enjoying the Friday evening dinner social 
were Mark Beymer, Capt, USMC, Ret., 
President of the Central Carolina Chapter 
and his wife, and COL Malcolm Roberts, 
COL, USA, Ret., Chaplain for the Coastal 
Carolina Chapter. 

COL Beymer is joined by Triangle Chapter 
President, COL Matt Segal, USA, Ret. and 
his wife, Margaret. 

The Ballantyne Re-
gal Theater 4th 
floor complex was a 
beautiful and enjoy-
able venue for the 
evening social host-
ed by COL Ron 
Morgan’s Charlotte
– Metrolina Chap-
ter. 

COL Juan Chavez, USA, Ret., Cape 
Fear President, his wife Maria and 
Clair Marlar, spouse of LTC Gary 
Marlar, USA, Ret. of the Sandhills 
Chapter and incoming Council 3rd 
Vice President shared a table for the 
evening dinner. 
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North Carolina Council of Chapters 
2nd Quarterly Meeting 

April 1-2, 2016 
 

The FIRST FLIGHT Chapter of MOAA is pleased to host the 2nd quarter North Carolina 
Council of Chapters meeting April 1st & 2nd, 2016 at the Ramada Plaza Nags Head Oceanfront 
in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.  
 
THE PROGRAM: Friday April 1st, check into the hotel and attend a dinner sponsored by First 
Flight Chapter. This will also serve as FFMOA monthly business meeting. Saturday April 2nd, 
a regular Council of Chapters business meeting will be held from 0830-1200 at the Ramada ho-
tel. There is no formal activity for Saturday morning. However, an “I Wanna Sea"  meeting 
will be held on Friday evening at 545, in the cocktail area, for interested spouses.  
 
THE VENUE:  Ramada Plaza Nags Head Oceanfront 1701 South Virginia Dare Trail Kill Dev-
il Hills, NC 27948, Mile Post 9.5. (800) 635-1824 or 252-441-2151.  
 
FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER:  The dinner will also be held at the hotel on Friday 1 April 2016, 
beginning with a cash bar at 6PM and the buffet dinner beginning at 7PM. Dinner cost is 
$35.00 per person and includes gratuity and taxes.  
 
GUEST SPEAKER:  CDR René Campos, MOAA Deputy Director, Government Relations 

 Campos began her 30-year career as a photographer's mate, 
enlisting in 1973 and later being commissioned a naval officer in 
1982. Her last assignment was at the Pentagon as associate di-
rector, Office of Family Policy in the Office of the Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense for Military Personnel and Family Policy. 
She rejoined the MOAA staff in February 2015 as deputy direc-
tor, Government Relations, managing matters related to military 
and veterans' health care; wounded, ill, and injured service mem-
bers; and caregivers. From 2004-07, she helped establish a mili-
tary family program at MOAA, working on defense and military 
quality-of-life programs and policy issues. In September 2007, 
she joined the MOAA health care team, specializing in the DoD 
and VA health care systems, as well as advocating for seamless 
transition programs and women-in-the-military issues. 
 
 Campos serves as a member of The Military Coalition - a 

consortium of nationally prominent uniformed services and veterans' organizations, represent-
ing approximately 5.5 million current and former members of the seven uniformed services, 
including their families and survivors - serving on the Health Care; Morale, Welfare & Recre-
ation and Military Construction, and Base Realignment & Closure; Veterans; and Personnel, 
Compensation and Commissary committees. 



North Carolina Council 
of Chapters 

111 Boros Rd. 
New Bern, NC  28560 

 

Address Correction Requested 

     Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published six times per year.  A current issue of the 
newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chapters 
website moaa-nc.org. Anyone wishing to receive this newsletter by E-
mail may do so by contacting us at fourbranch@earthlink.net  
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